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For nearly 20 years, home crafters have turned to the pages of Martha Stewart Living for all kinds of

crafts projects, each presented in the magazineâ€™s inimitable style. Now, the best of those

projects, including step-by-step instructions and full-color photographs, have been collected into a

single encyclopedia. Organized by topic from A to Z, Martha Stewartâ€™s Encyclopedia of Crafts

contains complete instructions and brief histories for more than 30 techniques, detailed descriptions

of the necessary tools and materials, and easy-to-copy templates. Martha and her team of crafts

editors guide readers through each subject, from botanical pressing and decoupage to rubber

stamping and wreaths, with characteristic clarity and unparalleled attention to detail. Crafters of all

skill and experience levels will appreciate the many variations presented for each technique. For

example, candlemaking presents a comprehensive array of poured, rolled, and cutout candles,

including instructions for making your own one-of-a-kind rubber candle molds, floating candles, sand

candles, and more. Each craft in the book takes on charming new dimensions with innovations that

could come only from the team behind Martha Stewart Living. In addition, each entry in Martha

Stewartâ€™s Encyclopedia of Crafts is chock-full of tips and advice. Handy glossaries in the

entries--such as a comprehensive gem glossary, a glitter glossary, and a color glossary for making

tinted wax--are valuable references that crafters will refer to again and again. Whatâ€™s more, the

Tools and Materials section outlines the best essential supplies that every crafter needs to have on

hand, and the Sources pages clue readers in to the vendors and suppliers that the magazineâ€™s

crafts editors rely on most. Filled with solid technical know-how, and presented with gorgeous color

photographs, this handy guide can be read page by page and kept as a lasting reference by crafters

and artisans alike.
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This book is a compilation that includes more than 200 craft projects from Martha Stewart Living. If

you read the magazine, a lot of these projects will look familiar. As someone who isn't organized

enough and does not have the space to keep all the back issues of the magazine, having all of

these craft ideas in one place is extremely convenient.The book is absolutely beautiful, loaded with

page after page of full color photographs and detailed instruction. The quality of the paper, cover,

and binding are high, and I wouldn't hesitate to showcase this book on my coffee table. This is also

a lovely gift that can be given with confidence.While there are so many great crafts included I do

have a few favorites from the magazine that were left out, which is unfortunate. I'll be clipping these

from the magazines and storing them in or with the book. One omission I was particularly

disappointed about was the lack of Christmas ornaments (with the exception of one - the Snowflake

Ornament). Leaves me to wonder if they are planning another book devoted specifically to this topic

- I hope so. There is no time of year I am more in the mood to craft. There also isn't much in the way

of other holiday-specific crafts. But, alas, despite the omissions the book is chock full of fantastic

ideas that will provide plenty of inspiration.A wide range of difficulty levels is included, so that

whether you are a novice crafter or veteran you are sure to find plenty of projects to suit your needs.

Particularly helpful is an appendix of tools for crafting, showing full color photos and descriptions of

every crafting tool you could need for the projects included in the book. Very helpful if you've never

used something before and want to know what to look for.

I love Martha Stewart's books, and am a life long craft-aholic, so I grabbed this FAST and ran to my

nearest armchair. The crafts that are included, are quite good. However, so many crafts are not

included at all, that I question how the book could possibly be an ENCYCLOPEDIA. If they had left

out this word, I would have given them 5 stars for what is in the book, even though I personally don't

consider Glittering (gluing glitter on things) to be a craft in itself- I would have called it Embellishing I

think and made it a larger section.The section on candle making has some really wonderful ideas.

For example using dyed egg shells to pour candles in and set on the table in egg holders or using

lemons as containers for candles. Techniques for how to dip, pour, roll, and make sand candles are

included. Even how to make a candle mold and floating candles.The Botanical Pressing and

Printing sections was simply amazing, the clay section was interesting and I wonder how those



polymer clay buttons for kids clothes hold up in the washing machine. The soap making section was

nice, with extras like bath salts, but they strictly stuck to the melt and pour sort of soap, instead of

the much nicer and more difficult to make soaps that take trickier processing and about a month to

be ready to use (but are so worth it).The Beading section was a small section of making little flowers

and bugs with seed beads (they did included Beaded Jewelry under Jewelry Making but it is not

terribly comprehensive). The Rope Craft section and the Etching Glass sections were very brief, as

were several others, but what they had was neat and made me want to go buy Ropes and Etching

Cream of all things.

fully admit it - I'm a big fan of Martha Stewart's crafting projects. I was given a subscription for

Martha Stewart Living Magazine for Christmas a couple of years ago and have kept every issue. But

that one year is just a fraction of what appears in this new release from Random House Canada. It

covers 17 years of craft content from the magazine packed into 32 chapters!I have been reading

(drooling over) Martha Stewart's Encyclopedia of Crafts for the last couple of weeks, savoring every

last page (and there's over 400 pages!)Each craft has an overview, the supplies needed, very

explicit step by step instructions and many projects incorporating the techniques. All are

accompanied by absolutely gorgeous full colour photos.Many of the ideas presented are updated

techniques on historical crafts such as candle making, soap making and quilling to name a few.

Although some crafts may seem daunting on first view, they really aren't. I'm thinking of making

candles for Christmas gifts next year. I could tin punch some holders for them. And then use

stencilled gift wrap, stamped cards, origami boxes and calligraphic notes from other chapters to

package them!I've enjoyed working with stained glass before, but haven't tried my hand at glass

etching. There are some great ideas for starting small with tumblers and working your way up to

mirrors and hanging pieces.Some of the ideas are so simple and yet so visually stunning. I loved the

framed pressed botanicals. Sun prints were something I'd never heard of before. Using light

sensitive paper, you burn the image in reverse and use it for a variety of designs.Some of the

chapters use newer techniques.
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